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Company, a-certain Israel Hall. The rest of the shares were to be
issued when the company had started business. The building of
the factory was delayed through the action of Biirstenbinder, who
had received a consignment of various apparatus from Hamburg
for the factory, but refused to deliver them until he had been
assured certain advantages. When the factory had been com-
pleted and Nobel had received his 20,000 dollars, the financial
resources of the company were nearly exhausted, and from that
time onwards it was in constant difficulties. These difficulties were
increased by intrigues, and by a large variety of obstacles which.
Biirstenbinder and Shafiner put in its way.
After the accidents at Aspinwall and San Francisco, Congress
passed a law prohibiting the transport of nitro-glycerine. Through
his connections with members of Congress Shaffner succeeded in
getting an exemption for nitro-glycerine, packed in a certain manner
which he had patented—the nitro-glycerine was to be packed in
double cans, the inner can having a coating of plaster, and with
water between the two ! He now asked that Nobel should repay
or hand over to him the money he had received from the Company
for his patent, and should pay damages in addition !
Meanwhile the sale of nitro-glycerine had increased in California,
where the firm of Bandmann, Nielsen & Co. controlled the sales
as the agent of Alfred Nobel & Co. of Hamburg, who delivered
the explosive oil. It seems to have been due in no small measure
to a particularly energetic and fearless Swede, C. S. Swenson, that
the interest in the new explosive was maintained. He was probably
an ex-seaman, and was employed as an agent by B» N. & Co.*
As Bandmann, Nielsen & Co. wished to found a company w
California for the manufacture of nitro-glycerine, Nobel advised
them to negotiate with the U.S. Blasting Oil Co., which owned the
* His report on the journey to Sacramento and the interior of California of November,
1866, with eleven cases of nitroglycerine is full of details that haVe a certain grisly
humour. This report is quoted in Appendix No. DC
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